5/18/2021

The Jerusalem Post

HEALTH & SCIENCE

SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2021 = THE JERUSALEM POST

WHILE THE HERD nnglnally mmpnsed 150 wild cows, the herd now only numbers about 40. (Racheli Gabrieli}

The independent COWS
of the Golan Heights

Since 1967, a unique, free-ranging bovine herd has thrived
on the Golan Heights. Their champion hopes they will
receive official protection from the state

+ By RACHELI WACKS
ZAVIT Science
and the Environment News Agency

nyone who walks in the after-
Anoon between Nahal Meshushim

Nature Reserve and Nahal Zavitan
on the Golan Heights might see them —a
herd of several dozen grazing cows. At first
glance you might think that this is a nor-
mal herd of mature cows and their small
calves, brown, black and white, peacefully
walking between the rocks and bushes.
But unlike other cows often encountered
while hiking in the North, these cows do
not belong to a farmer, or anyone for that
matter. In fact, this is the only free herd of
cows in Israel.

The origin of this wild herd (already
nicknamed the “Syrian cattle herd” or the
“Baladi herd”) is similar to that of many
of the industrial cow herds that currently
existin the Golan Heights.

These cows originally belonged to Syr-
ian farmers, but after the Six Day War,
they didn't end up moving to Syria with
them. They instead remained on the
Golan Heights, forming the basis for the
established Israeli cattle in the region,”
sald Rachell Gabrieli, director of Beef Cat-
tle Services for the Agriculture Ministry.

According to her, most of these cows
were collected by Israeli breeders after
1967, but not all of them.

“A herd of about 150 cows remained
that were not collected. Apparently, these
were the more temperamental cows - the
ones who were difficult to lead to the
corral. They just stayed in the area, and
since then they have not been owned by
people.”

Thriving in the wilderness

“These cows are actually behaving like
wildlife,” Gabrieli said. “They collect their
own food in the wild, feed their calves
naturally, and receive zero food supple-
ments or veterinary treatments.”

By contrast, cows raised for the meat
and dairy industry are unable to produce
enough milk for feeding without the food
supplements given to them by workers.
This Is because in recent decades, the
breeds of industrial cows in Israel have
undergone significant changes.

“Females have been mated with males
from abroad, causing Israeli breeds to
gradually become more similar to Euro-
pean and American cows. As a result,
they can produce more meat and greater
amounts of milk, but they aren't adapted
to local conditions in Israel, and there-
fore they need a lot of supp «care.

RACHELI GABRIELI, director of Beef Cattle Services for the Agriculture Ministry.
(Courtesy)

600 kilograms,” she said. “The wild cows
are also much more athletic, and they are
able to escape like a missile and run down
aslopelike a deer.”

A misinformed culling

‘The close and compact nature of the
herd also protects the wild cows from
hunting threats.

“In the past, there were illegal attempts
to hunt them, but as the cultivation pro-
gressed, their meat lost much of its value.
It isa very lean meat that has little mone-
tary value,” said Gabrieli.

However, other factors have significant-
Iy harmed the herd over the years, and
even threatened its continued existence.

“In the 1990s, veterinary services feared
that the herd was a source of disease, s0
an order was issued to eradicate them,”
said Gabrieli. “Out of 150 cows that lived
in the herd at the time, 70 were shot.
The killing only stopped when Dr. Doron
Tiomkin, who was a veterinarian for a
neighboring farm at the time, created a
very broad public protest.”

Gabrieli went on to point out that the
cows that died after being shot were later
examined, and they were found to be
absent of any sort of disease.

After the tragic event, the herd of cows
lived quietly for almost 30 years. However,
a few months ago a new threat to thelr
existencearose.

“Sources In the Nature and Parks
Authority wanted to eliminate the herd
because they blamed them for the
lution of the streams in the area,” said
Gabrieli. “However, according to a quan-
ion I made,

In general, production is in conflict with
durability,” Gabrieli explained.

Farm Cows are also required to receive
vaccines against diseases, and treatments
for ticks to prevent tick fever, one of the
main causes of morbidity and mortality
for cows in Israel.

The wild cows, however, have not
undergone any cultivation since 1967 and
have thus remained mostly unchanged
from the cows that lived in the area in

possible of coli
from cow excrement into nearby streams
was about four units. The Ministry of
Health, on the other hand, determines
that a particular river or stream is only
dangerous for human bathing If the pol-
lution is over 400 units. It’s clear then that
the contamination has another source,
one that is not derived from cattle.

“The people of the Nature and Parks
Au(horlty were not ready to hear me,”

1ys - smaller and ipted to
local conditions.
“When we travel to third-world coun-
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she continued. “The director general of
the Ministry of Agriculture issued a letter
to the Nature and Parks Authority stat-

“The cows weigh a little less than 400
Kilograms, while the average cow in the
Israeli herd currently weighs about 550 to
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are slightly smaller than those belonging  authority.”

to the industrial herds. The Nature and Parks Authority

responded by stating the herd’s close
proximity to the creek channel was what
prompted their concern and that along-
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side the Environmental Protection Min-
istry, the Agriculture Ministry and the
Water Authority, water troughs would be
placed far from flow paths and fences
would be installed to reduce cattle activity
from occurring too close to the stream.
However, they also noted, “This is not a
protected animal, but a wild animal that
has gone wild.”

Indigenous durability

While the herd originally comprised
150 wild cows, their numbers today are
much smaller and the herd only stands
at about 40 individuals, of which close
to half are females and half are males.
According to Gabriell, the reason for this
is likely due to the significant culling the
herd experienced in the 1990s.

Horoscopes for Sivan 5781
is is the month of Shavuot, celebrating
I Divine revelation. Big dramatic chang-
es are revealed with the onset of eclipse
season, the two-and-a-half- month-long sojourn
of Jupiter/Tzedek Into Pisces as preview to his
longer stay there during 2022, the conjunction
of Venus/Noga to the North Lunar Node, ret-
rograde Saturn/Shabbtai and M /IKochay,
and ‘one intense opposition of Mars/Ma'adim to

Jupiter enters Pisces on May 13, heralding
a renewal of faith and optimism, dreams and
visions, creativity, compassion, and spiritual wis-
dom. Venus in Gemini conjuncts the North
Node on May 17, delivering an infusion of com-
municative and creative power. The “fated” or
“meant to be” is confirmed - or dramatically
denied. Saturn’s retrograde beginning May 23
exposes huge chasms in matters of personal
responsibility for those who depend on oth-
ers for authority and decision-making. The Full
“Super Blood” Moon Total Lunar Eclipse in Sag-
ittarius on May 26 escalates the dynamic tension
between information and meaning, facts and
beliefs, data and interpretation. Blind followers
of unexamined dogmas will be forced to con-
front irrefutable truth, aswell as the consequenc-
es Of lazy thinking.

Mercury con]uncts Venus and then goes ret-
rograde on May 29. Idealism s tested; is “good
enough” close enough to “perfect”, or Is “per-
fect” a constantly moving and ultimately unat-
tainable target? What can you live with - and
what can you learn to live without? A clue might
appear at the trine of Venus to Jupiter on June 2,
supporting abundance, prosperity, pleasure, and
positive vibes.

Intense power struggles over matters of per-
sonal and public security kick off a long, hot
summer when Mars in Cancer opposes Pluto in
Capricorn on June S. The gift of Sivan's tribal
ruler Zevulun was an ability to communicate
with all peoples, not just his own kind. Com-
municating with clarity and integrity protects
against damaging misunderstandings. Let truth
beyour shield during turbulent times!

ARIES / TALEH

You're due for a Divine Revelation at the Full
Moon / Total Lunar Eclipse in Sagittarius on May
26, revealing contradictions, hypocrisies, and
shortcomings of leadership within your chosen
religious community. Remember that God’s way
of having a relationship with you is through
your relationships with others. Mars / Ma’adim
trines Neptune / Rahav on May 31, empowering
creative resolution of family issues raised by rev-
elation of ancestral secrets. Tribal leader Yehuda
knew how to speak truth to power; the dramatic
and intense opposition of Mars to Pluto on Jjune
4 is your own test of confronting power with
your personal truth.

TAURUS / SHOR

Planetary ruler Venus / Noga's prescription for
all manner of heartache s “shower the people
you love with love,” and it’s your job to spread
lovingkindness this month. Bind up the wounds
of the brokenhearted when Venus sextiles Chi-
ron on May 18; demonstrate maturity in love on
May 19 at the trine of Venus to Saturn / Shabbtai.
Discern betw

Dramatic changes kick off
a long, hot summer

to those in need, who
once on their feet will never forget your protec
tiveness.

your strength is a

VIRGO / BETULAH

Mercury / Kochay in Gemini squares Neptune /
Rahav in Pisces on May 22 and again during Mer-
cury’s retrograde on May 5. The square occurs.
again on July 5 with Mercury direct. Decisions.
about your home life and partnerships — wheth-
er deciding to keep, discard, or change them
in some way - need to be made in an utterly
clearheaded way, and this time period is not con-
ducive toclarity. Mercury conjunct Venus / Noga
on May 29 at Mercury retrograde; if you've been
holding back communication around important
life-issues, they’re sure to emerge now. Be utterly
and ruthlessly honest with yourself before any-
one else.

LIBRA / MOZNAYIM

Venus / Noga conjuncts the North Node on
May 17, opening a feeling of freedom and spa-
clousness about your fate, future, and life tra-
jectory you haven’t felt in a long time. Sud-
denly you can see the forest for the trees, and
‘make bold decisions which feel not simply right,
but righteous. Full “Super Blood” Moon / Total
Lunar Eclipse in us on May 26 compels.
truth-telling for the sake of personal autonomy;
speakyour heart fearlessly. Venus enters sensitive
Cancer on June 2 and trines Jupiter/Tzedek June
3, fantastic luck in the realm of business and
career. Ask and you shall receive!

SCORPIO / AKRAV
The Sun’s trine to Pluto on May 17

stimulates your personal charisma, and Mars
trine Neptune/Rahav May 31 energizes your
imagination. However, the big event this month
is the opposition of your traditional and mod-
ern planetary rulers: Mars / Ma'adim in Cancer
opposite Pluto in Capricorn on June 5. Dynam-
ic tension between your logical thoughts and
emotion-driven beliefs, especially around issues
of security, comes to a head. Confronting your
own fears is one thing, surrendering them to the
Divine Will is another. Discerning between facts
and feelings Is imperative; a trusted, sober-mind-
ed friend can help open the gates of perception.

SAGITTARIUS / KASHAT

Jupiter / Tzedek temporarily enters Pisces on
May 13, going retrograde in June and then back
into Aquarius in July. This brief sojourn previews
Jupiter in Pisces during much of 2022. Spiritual
wisdom, big-picture thinking, faith, and opti-
‘mism are finally (after what seems like the lon-
gest drought) restored. The Full “Super Blood”
Moon / Total Lunar Eclipse in Sagittarius on May
26 returns you to your roots in more ways than
one. You've been here before, but not as you are
now: accumulated wisdom, hard-won experi-
ence, deeper self knowledge, and fire-tested faith
are your biggest assets. Venus trine Jupiter June
3: Jackpot!

CAPRICORN / G’DI

With Saturn/Shabbtai retrograde beginning
May 23 and the Full “Super Blood” Moon / Total
Lunar Eclipse in Sagittarius on May 26, you'll be
re-examining subconscious motivations behind

May27  recent lifestyle ch red
at the square of Venus to Neptune / Rahav; and mese decisions, now is the time to unpad( those
hit the love jackpot on June 2 at the ; repressed and expose them

“Once you kill apopu-
lation, especially when it comes toa herd,
which has a very delicate social fabric, it
impairs the herd’s ability to recover, and
that's probably what happened to this
herd,” she said. “When a population size
falls below a certain threshold, its rate of
reproduction decreases because its genet-
ic diversity Is smaller, so its resistance
is impaired. If a new disease suddenly
appears, which some cows are resistant to
and some are not, too many cows will be

‘Gabrieli believes it is also possible that
the breedings between individuals with-
in the same family due to the small size
of the population, among other things,
harms the fertility of the of

According to Gabrieli, it is important to
keep the wild cows on the Golan for the
sake of the cows that belong to farmers.

“Due to the effects of the climate cri-
sis and the expansion In the spread of
disease, we will need the durable and
resistant traits of the original breeds and
integrate the genes responsible for their
resilience into cultivation programs,” she
said. “This knowledge does not exist in
theworld, and it should be produced here
inIsrael.”

Beyond that, the responsibility of Israel
to preserve the wild cows is part of the
country’s commitment to international
conventions, particularly the UN's Con-
vention on Biological Diversity. The issue
of local indigenous breeds is gaining great
importance in the world today and it Is
also reflected in such international con-
ventions,” said Gabrieli.

“These 40 cows are not a nuisance, and
they were not a nuisance even when they
were at their peak size. They didn't steal
pasture from anyone, and they didn’t
cause any harm to humans, the environ-
ment, or neighboring herds. There has
never been a justifiable reason to harm
them, and I would be very happy if the
herd manages to survive for generations
tocome,” she concluded.

trine of Venus to Jupiter / Tzedek.
Others are watching your example; set the high-
est standard.

GEMINI / TEOMIM

Planetary ruler Mercury / Kochav trined Sat-
urn/ Shabbtai on Rosh Chodesh Sivan with the
Moon in Gemini, empowering meaningful mus-
ings, and sober decision-making. Though tribal
leader Zevulun'’s spiritual work involves travel,
this year the journey is more important than
the destination. Mercury squares Neptune /
Rahav on May 22, demanding clearheaded deci-
sion-making. Mercury conjuncts Venus / Noga
and stations retrograde on May 29, reminding
you that love can’t be left behind In your rush
to escape feelings of confinement. Mercury ret-
rograde repeats his square to Neptune on June
5, asking you o review and reconfirm decisions
‘made in May. Choose wisely.

CANCER/ SARTAN

First Quarter Moon in Leo with Venus / Noga
trine Saturn / Shabbtal May 19 reveals the prom-
ise of prosperity. Family matters take priority May
14-16; don't throw the baby out with the bath-
water. Full “Super Blood” Moon / Total Lunar
Eclipse May 26 gives your mind-body connection
a serious wakeup call. Devote yourself to protect-
ing and strengthening your health. Take tribal
leader Reuven’s example as an imperative to pri-
oritize emotional well-being as part of a holistic
approach to what ails you. Last Quarter Moon in
Pisceswith Venus entering Cancer on June 2 pro-
vides healing by unblocking creative channels.

LEO /ARYEH

“Make friends and influence people” on May
13 with Sun sextile Neptune / Rahav; your charm
quotient Is set on high. Sun trine Pluto with
Moon in Leo on May 17 bestowing tremendous
charismatic powers of persuasion; Sun square
Jupiter / Tzedek on May 21 enlarges your already
generous nature, Sun sextiles Chiron and trines
Saturn / Shabbtal June 2-3 making you unusu-
ally sensitive to the vulnerabilities of others.
Tribal leader Shimon’s life-lesson was using his

m the light of consciousness to truly facilitate
deep healing. Sun trine Saturn June 3, with
Venus/ Noga trineJupiter/ Tzedek. This empow-
ers and supports safe space to review the feelings
behind your actions, with wisdom, maturity,
and self care. Channel tribal leader Dan's fierce
protectiveness around your own emotional

well-being.

AQUARIUS / D’LT
Resistance to innovations you've initiated
in the workplace come as a surprise, especially
because your ideas are almost always for the
greater good. Mercury/Kochav trines Saturn/
Shabbtai on May 12, supporting clearer com-
munications; Venus/Noga trines Saturn on May
19, empowering sober realism, and accurate

of the state of intimate
Practice exquisite integrity in all communica-
tions with your friends, community, and affinity
groups at the Full “Super Blood” Moon / Total
Lunar Eelipse on May 26. Saturn’s retrograde
from May 23 prompts you to cut the fat from
yourbudget. Meticulous truth-telling, to yourself

and others, saves you a world of hurt.

PISCES / DAGIM

Your “mazal” is truly “tov” now: Jupiter/Tze-
deK’s summer sojourn through Pisces beginning
May 13 Is a taste of his longer stay in your sign
through much of 2022. Dreams and visions,
imagination and curiosity, faith and optimism
are making a long-awaited comeback, and not
a moment too soon! Venus/Noga square Nep-
tunefRahav on May 27 and Mars/Ma'adim trine
Nept y 31, greatly your creative
fcw: The big Jackpot comes June 3 with a big,
beautiful trine of Venus in Cancer to Jupiter in
Pisces. Everything you touch can turn to gold;
grace and favor ate in your corner now. Enjoy!

cator, began her career as a professional astrologer
mme)‘9\?05 She holds a BA in journalism from
San Francisco State University and an MA in Jewish
studies from Berkeley’s Graduate Theological Union,
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power to safeguard the weak and

history. Find f her work at .com.
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